THE MAN I KNEW

relieved, and deprecated the cold and wet that they had to
endure owing to the condition of the trenches. I wish my
readers could read for themselves the diaries describing the
precautions Douglas took to safeguard, as far as was
humanly possible, against the hardships of these wet
trenches, and of the care he took that the trenches were
properly sited so that the enemy could not turn their guns
on his men.

At last his hope was realised, and the relief of the ist
Corps by the French troops began on the i5th of November
and was completed on the zist. After the relief of his troops,
Douglas had intended to stay and organise the supplying
of new units and to supervise personally the training and all
other details so necessary after such desperate fighting as his
Corps had been through. Sir John French, however, sent
for him and asked him to go to the War Office in London,
to see Lord Kitchener about details of supplies which were
then so necessary. He also informed Douglas that he had
made up his mind to form the two corps into two armies,
and that he, Douglas, was to command the First Army and
Sir H. Smith-Dorrien the Second Army. He wished him to
let Lord Kitchener know about this and gave him papers
dealing with the subject to take with him.

Douglas telegraphed to me and came on at once to 21
Princes Gate. His sister Henrietta had hoped very much
that his first visit might be to her, I had expected Douglas
to look very, very tired after all that he had been through,
but he appeared alert and very cheerful considering the
great responsibilities that had been laid on his shoulders.
He visited the War Office daily, to talk with Lord Kitchener,
the Prime Minister (Mr. Asquith) and His Majesty the King,
and in what little time he could spare for me we would
go for a game of golf together and he would then put
aside all the weighty matters which so burdened his mind.
I had arranged for our two girls to be in London during
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